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The concept for a riverside park for Bath first 
emerged in the WaterSpace Study – a collaboration 
between Bath & North East Somerset Council, the 
Canal and Rivers Trust, the Environment Agency and 
Wessex Water.  

Published in 2017, the WaterSpace Study identified a 
series of projects with the potential to revitalise the 
River Avon and Kennet & Avon Canal waterways - for 
people and for nature. 

One project imagined a linear riverside park running 
along the banks of the River Avon.  The park would 
encompass an existing path and a series of smaller 
parks along its route, creating a single entity, to be 
managed as one.

Today that idea has evolved into the Bath River 
Line (BRL). Covering 10 km, the BRL will run from 
Newbridge in the West to Batheaston in the East. 

Given its scale and ambition, the BRL will be rolled 
out in three phases. This document begins to lay out 
a vision for the entire park. It also offers a series of 
emerging designs for the first phase - the western 
section between Newbridge and Green Park. 

This document forms part of a public consultation. 
If after reading it you have thoughts or ideas, let us 
know what they are by visiting: 

https://www.bathriverline.co.uk/.  

Introduction



The Bath River Line Vision has been commissioned 
by Bath and North East Somerset Council. 

The project has been run by landscape architects, 
Churchman Thornhill Finch, who have brought in 
several consultants to provide expert advice on key 
aspects. 

Streets Reimagined have run the consultation 
process, which has began early to ensure it provides 
the building blocks on which the vision is built. 

Ecologists Biodiversity by Design have been 
commissioned to act as consultants, advising on 
how to enrich biodiversity and habitats along the 
BRL. 

Buro Happold have been consulted on the area 
of engineering to the river bank, while Quantity 
Surveyors Fulkers Bailey Russell have been 
commissioned to provide a cost for the western 
section of the project. 
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Vision



3 4

Bath has long been famous for its healing waters. As the 
Romans put it, Salus Per Aquam - or health through water. But 
the story has always been centred on the Roman spa - with little 
said about the river on whose banks the city sits.  

The river Avon has played a central role in shaping Bath, yet it 
has been sidelined for years -  an industrial backwater which the 
city turned its back on. 

The Bath River Line (BRL) will reverse years of neglect to put the 
Avon centre-stage, creating a new linear riverside park which 
celebrates the river in all its glory.  

Running from Batheaston to Newbridge, the BRL will showcase 
the river’s stories - its history and heritage, its rich ecology and 
its centuries-old role as a place to promenade. Some will be told 

through creative interpretation, audio trails, play or art, while 
others will inspire the design of the park’s green spaces. 

Each space will take on a different feel - creating a series of 
destinations along the BRL. Some will be sociable places to 
play or meet, while others will be a peaceful place to watch the 
river go by. There will be places to soak in the history and those 
which celebrate the wildlife. 

The river has long been an economic force in the city and 
this role will be reinvigorated via a network of cafes, pubs and 
galleries to tempt locals and visitors alike.

Water and wellness have long been at the heart of the city’s 
identity. By opening up the river and enjoying its restorative 
qualities, the BRL can open the next chapter in Bath’s story. 

Celebrating the river story
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Aims
Over the following pages the aims of the Bath River 
Line are laid out across four key themes. They are 
focused around creating connections, restoring and 
revealing the wildlife, reimagining the river path as a 
park, and creating opportunities along the line. 
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Despite centuries of human development, animals, 
birds and plantlife have continued to make the Avon 
their home.  It has become a precious commuter 
route for wildlife – whether for birds, bats or the 
resident otters. 

With the climate and biodiversity crisis in full 
focus, now is the time to create a more balanced 
relationship between its human and animal users. 

The BRL will achieve this via number of methods. 
First we will restore the river’s ecology in key 
locations, boosting biodiversity (achieving a net gain) 
across the park) and enhancing riparian habitats - 
which are currently very limited in the city. 

Green links to other wildlife corridors will be 
considered, to ensure the route running from east to 
west is linked to those running from north to south.  

Finally the value of the river’s ecology will be revealed 
to the human users – encouraging a greater level of 
respect and engagement. That might be through 
innovative interpretation, play, volunteering initiatives 
or one-off events - like the Festival of Nature.    

2 Restore and reveal

The BRL will become an important artery in Bath’s 
sustainable travel network, linking to other key routes 
wherever possible.  Where connections cannot be 
made in the first phase, future opportunities will be 
highlighted.

The BRL will create links to communities to the north 
and south, offering a central meeting place. The 
BRL will also link east to west, creating a sustainable 
mainly car-free route through the city. This will help 
to encourage active, healthy lifestyles. 

The linear park will be designed to accommodate a 
wide variety of users - whether walkers, cyclists or 
boaters.  All should feel safe and comfortable while 
using the park - the BRL is common ground.

The BRL will be accessible to all, offering a wide 
variety of amenities to appeal to a range of ages, 
abilities and backgrounds. Opportunities for social 
encounters will be plentiful - whether regular 
benches, a sunny spot for a lunchtime sandwich or 
sociable play trails. 

1 Create connections
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4 Create opportunities 

The Bath River Line will be re-imagined to look and 
feel like a single, continuous linear park that expands 
and contracts to take in the green spaces along the 
way. It will not simply be a movement corridor, but a 
destination in its own right.

The sense of the park as a single entity will be deeply 
rooted in storytelling - exploring the story of the 
river that made Bath. The BRL will take in the river’s 
history and heritage, its wildlife, its social life and its 
commercial future. 

The new identity should offer something for 
everyone. It should appeal not only to local residents 
but to visitors as well, revealing a side to the city they 
might otherwise never have seen.  

Clear branding, simple signs and easily identifiable 
design features will all help to create and reinforce 
this aim. 
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The Bath River Line will tap into a long seam of 
entrepreneurial spirit which has seen Bath evolve 
from top Roman spa, to eighteenth century hotspot, 
to the city it is today. 

The BRL will outline opportunities for new 
commercial ventures  - from riverside cafes to 
sculpture parks, floating markets to commercial 
pontoons. 

The BRL will also suggest links to existing commercial 
ventures, whether festivals, local high streets or 
centuries-old pubs. 

The BRL will work closely with the Bath Enterprise 
Zone to ensure opportunities are aligned with the 
needs of future development. As some sections 
of the river bank will be subject to development, 
the BRL will consider the needs of future as well as 
existing residents.   

Ultimately, by creating a linear riverside park, the BRL 
can create a city-wide boost to individuals’ health 
and wellbeing – perhaps the most important goal of 
all. 

3 Re-imagine 
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Stories
The Bath River Line moves from idyllic water 
meadows to industrial backwaters, Georgian 
splendour to modest suburbs - it is a mix of city and 
country, human and wildlife, history and future. 

Yet running throughout is an extraordinary narrative 
that pulls it all together - the River Avon. Here the 
river’s compelling stories are streamed into four 
themes and then mapped along the length of the 
BRL.  These stories will inform the design of the 
different spaces. While in some locations the stories 
will be layered above one another, in others they will 
stand alone. 
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From Bath’s earliest origins, the River Avon has shaped 
the city. Whether powering local mills, shipping in vital 
supplies, or generating new development, the Avon has 
played a key role defining the city’s fortunes.  

Here some of the key moments in the river’s story are 
picked ou -t along with locations in which to tell them. 
Some might be told through creative interpretation or 
art, while others might inspire the design of a public 
space. An audio trail could bring more depth - alongside 
QR codes which summon up images or stories of the 
site’s past.  

Together the stories will celebrate the river, the people 
who lived and worked along it, and their role in building 
Bath. 

The key (right) gives an overview of each story, while the 
following pages give a little more detail. 

1 The river that built Bath:
(human) history, heritage

1

2

3 4
5

6

7
8

9

10

11

14

12

13

1 New Bridge and the River Avon Navigation - the river that built 
Bath. 

2 WW2 brings Haile Selassie to Bath

3 Industrial Twerton & Weston Island 

4 Herman Miller building and outdoor gallery

5 Kelson’s Field - building out and over in suburban Bath. 

6 Norfolk Crescent - formal garden hints, story of the crescent 
and, perhaps, the story of printing in Bath. 

7 Green Park - infused with the spirit of King’s Mead, one of 
Bath’s prototype pleasure ground which stood on the same site.

8 The story of Broad Quay, and of working life in Bath, plus link 
to South Quay to tell story of Stothert and Pitt 

9 Brunel in Bath - when the train replaced the river.

10 A meeting ground for the city, filled with spectacle and 
drama - just as Spring Gardens were several centuries before.

11 The story of Sydney Gardens - to be revealed in planned park 
refurbishment.

12 How the canal extended the Avon Navigation’s reach all the 
way to London.

13 WW2, Cremorne Gardens destroyed

14 Bathampton Mill and the early power of the River Avon

Key
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     At Newbridge (1) the story of 
the Avon Navigation can be told 
- engineering works that allowed 
boats to sail between Bath and 
Bristol and the estuary beyond. 

The navigation allowed Bath to 
become an inland port  - ensuring 
it could ship in the supplies 
necessary for a rapidly growing 
tourist hotspot. Imports of from 
wine flowed from Iberia, slate from 
Wales and timber came in from 
the Baltic to build new lodgings. 
Newbridge was one of the 
crossings built to bridge the river 
- while the tow path allowed men, 
not horses, to pull boats upstream. 

     After Newbridge the BRL 
takes in the fascinating story 
of Haile Selassie’s WW2 visit 
to Bath (2), before moving 
on to Twerton (3) - once a 
rural village and long a hub 
for the cloth industry which 
powered the local economy. 

While visitors to Bath once 
walked out to ‘Twiverton’ to 
marvel at the blue skin of 
the workers tinged with cloth 
dye, today’s visitors should 
be given a fuller picture of 
what life was really like at 
the mills that lined the river 
- including for the many 
women who worked there.  

     Bath’s enterprising spirit 
can also be found upriver 
at Bath Spa’s Locksbrook 
Campus (4). This striking 
building was once the 
home to a Herman Miller 
factory - creating iconic 
mid-century furniture. 

Today it turns out future 
artists as Bath Spa’s Art 
department. Together 
with Weston Island (see 
commercial section), this 
could create a real cultural 
hub in the west - linked by 
an outdoor riverside gallery 
showing a rolling roster of 
students’ and artists’ work. 

     Kelson’s Field (5) can tell the tale of Bath’s 
suburbs, spreading out along the river in the 
late 19th century.   The terraces provided 
homes for Bath’s clerks and shopkeepers, 
artisans and labourers away from the inner 
city slums.  Development often covered up 
natural features that previously defined the 
area, including the Lock’s Brook currently 
hidden under the park. 

At Norfolk Crescent (6) subtle design cues 
might point to the formal gardens that 
were created for the houses when further 
development of the area stalled after the 
Bath Bank Crash of 1793. There is also space 
to reveal the lesser known story of printing 
in Bath via the figure of Sir Isaac Pitman, 
the creator of shorthand, and founder of a 
printing press in Nelson Place in 1845. 

     Green Park (7) should be 
infused by the sociability of 
the early pleasure ground 
that once stood in its place  - 
whether through performance 
spaces, refreshments, fountains 
or promenades. 

Ships unloaded goods at Bath 
Quays (8), once Broad Quay. 
Just behind it were the Avon 
Street slums - and underneath 
the new park was the public 
bath where people washed. 
This space could explore the 
reality of life in ‘working Bath’, 
before crossing into South 
Quay, to explore Stothert and 
Pitt, one of Bath’s industrial 
success stories. 

     Where the river line 
crosses to the south of the 
river, it runs beside the great 
viaduct created by Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel (10). 

Here, we can reveal how 
Brunel’s extraordinary feat 
of engineering was the final 
nail in the coffin for the River 
Avon as a transport corridor. 
The train to London took 
just 4 hours - while a boat 
journey via the river and the 
canal took 4 days. 

At Widcombe Bridge the BRL 
will remember the twelve 
people killed when the 
original bridge collapsed. 

     Parade Garden’s (11) 
long history as a place to 
promenade by the river 
should be retained, with 
potential to explore the 
extraordinary history of 
the great drain which 
empties into the river 
below. 

Across the water, the 
area below Pulteney 
Weir should continue its 
long history as a meeting 
and pleasure ground 
for the city - as it was 
during the 18th century 
as Spring Gardens.  

     Great Pulteney Street offers a 
chance to mention the story of Baths’ 
visionary urban design, while Sydney 
Gardens planned redevelopment (12) 
will reveal its pleasure garden past. 

The canal’s role in extending the 
Avon’s reach to London can be 
explored at (13), while the scattered 
blocks of masonry near Grosvenor 
Bridge are a reminder of WW2 - the 
remainder of a bomb that destroyed 
Cremorne Gardens, a pub and 
pleasure ground near the river.

Finally, at Bathampton is a reminder 
of the mills that lined the river for 
almost a millennium, using its flow to 
help power the local economy. 

1 The river that built Bath

1 2 

3 4 5 

6 7 

8 9 10 
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2 A place for nature:
water, wildlife
The oldest characters in the river’s story are not the 
Romans, but the creatures and plantlife along its banks. 
 
Throughout its history the Avon has acted a corridor 
for wildlife, but after centuries of human development, 
that role is more precious than ever. Creating a more 
balanced relationship between human and animal users 
is a key goal. 

Here some of the key wildlife stories along the river are 
picked out, along with a location in which to focus them. 
Regular waterside overlooks are also suggested - which 
would allow people to pause and enjoy the water, while 
also doubling as angling spots. 

Opportunities to expand riparian habitats along the BRL 
are also a key theme of these stories. 

The key (right) gives an overview of each story, while the 
following pages give a little more detail. 

1

2

3 4
5

6

7

Key

Water overlook

8

10

11

12

13

14

1 Newbridge river banks biodiversity boost

2 Wildlife/ foraging trail with new habitats and playful 
elements 

3 Weston Island woodland reserve and river bank 
biodiversity enhancements

4 Ecological bank enhancement via gently shelving 
riparian planting, plus river overview at Fielding’s Bridge

5 Ecological bank enhancement via gently shelving 
riparian planting, plus river overview at Kelson’s Field

6 Biodiversity planting boost at Norfolk Crescent, both 
water’s edge and within park via wildflower labyrinth  

7 Biodiversity boost at Green park via shelved riparian 
planting

8 Shelved planters or floating reed beds, plus railing 
planters where the canal meets the river

9 Biodiverse bank enhancement to Parade Gardens, plus 
potential for railing planters along river wall

10 Habitat enhancement at Kensington Meadows, 
riverside wildlife walk and wetland edge overlook.

11 Water meadow and wetland area 

12 River’s edge biodiversity boost 

13 Water meadow and wetland area with potential link to 
Avon Wildlife Trust’s Reserve 

14 Improving biodiversity at water’s edge, along with river 
access for water activities

9
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     After entering the Bath River Line at 
Newbridge (1) the river is lined by natural tree-
lined banks. This area is a natural haven for 
otters and Kingfishers, but the banks could 
be enhanced further with native riparian 
herbaceous species. An otter ledge could be 
introduced at the bridge to support otters’ 
movement underneath the road when the 
river is in spate. 

Moving from from Newbridge to Weston 
Island (2), a nature trail could celebrate the 
creatures along the route - including the 
migratory birds who use the river as their 
guide. Habitats could be boosted by bird and 
bat boxes and brash piles, while creative 
interpretation could engage people with 
their animal neighbours. Creative ‘wildlife 
sculptures’ or play could capture younger 
minds - culminating in Brassmill Lane Park.

     Weston Island is also a haunt of kingfishers 
and otters, and a section of the Island (3) could 
be devoted to wildlife in future. This could sit 
happily with a new creative direction for the island.  
Adjustments to the banks (terracing to the natural 
banks and underwater planters to the sheet piled 
edges) could also boost biodiversity. 

At Fielding’s Bridge (4) and Kelson’s Field (5) there is 
an opportunity for much richer riparian planting on 
the river bank, creating much-needed habitat for 
dragonflies, damselflies and amphibians. This space 
would also link two wildlife corridors, one running via 
Locksbrook Cemetary in the north and one via the 
old railway lines to the south. 

A number of water overlooks could be created 
along the section between Kelson’s Field and Norfolk 
Crescent -  while floating reed beds or shelved 
planters could enhance the hard river edge. 

     At Norfolk Crescent 5) 
biodiversity will be boosted 
through planting within the 
park, on the boundary with 
the river line and on the river 
banks themselves. 

This will be a peaceful, 
reflective space where 
humans and wildlife co-
exist easily. A greater visual 
connection between park 
and water could be created 
by punctuating the greenery 
- allowing people to see 
the riffle feature in the river 
which offers important 
habitats. 

     At Green Park (6), a gently shelved, native 
riparian habitat could be established at the 
river’s edge, providing a distinct contrast to 
the more sociable main park, and offering 
opportunities for waterside overlooks. 

As the river enters the city centre, 
opportunities for wildlife decrease, but the 
area where the river meets the canal is 
known for otter sightings (7). This could be 
enhanced with railings and shelved planters. 

The banks at Parade Gardens (8) could also 
be improved with biodiverse riparian planting 
and waterside overlooks. The area around 
the weir is another otter hotspot, along with 
a Lesser Horsehoe Bat roost, so it could 
be a good central spot for some creative 
interpretation. 

     Moving east, Kensington 
Gardens is a short diversion off 
the route, with a riverside walk 
that could offer another wildlife 
or edible foraging trail. The 
bank could also be shelved and 
enhanced as the area is now 
rarely flooded by river water.

In future Bathampton Meadows 
could offer a really rich wildlife 
story, with the potential to create 
a series of wetland areas in the 
flood meadows (10, 12), offering 
a home to a wide variety of 
plant and bird life. These could 
link to the existing Avon Wildlife 
Reserve to the east. The river 
banks could also be given a 
biodiversity boost. 

2 A place for nature

11 12 13 
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3 A river for all:
sociable, playful, 
communal

3 5

6
7

In the eighteenth century the river Avon was peppered 
with pleasure gardens - playful spaces which offered 
promenades, performances, food and entertainment. 
The gardens were a place to see and be seen - but they 
were also places to enjoy the river and views of the 
countryside. 

The BRL’s green spaces will introduce river views and 
places to promenade, places to eat and riverside 
entertainment. Options will be offered for all ages, and 
spaces will feel safe and inclusive - a more democratic 
take on the pleasure gardens of old. 

Here the opportunities for sociable or playful spaces are 
mapped, along with stories that might inform them. 

Sociable seating nooks will also be a feature of the route, 
offering regular opportunities to stop and sit. This should 
help improve accessibility for those unable to walk long 
distances. 

The key (right) gives an overview of each story, while the 
following pages give a little more detail. 

1
2 4

8

9

10

11

12 Key

Sociable seating nook

1 Newbridge wildlife play trail 

2 Brassmill Lane Park play area and natural play, climbing 
wall / sports. To be complemented with sociable seating 
and river overlook

3 Locksbrook Square - a new sociable square which 
welcomes communities from the north and the south on 
to the BRL. 

4 Kelson’s Field - water play if brook were to be 
daylighted, plus picnic seating for riverside pauses

5 Norfolk Crescent - natural play space / trail 

6 Green Park - performance space, sociable seating, 
riverside overlook. Water play and swings for all ages.  

7 Bath Quays play trail or themed play

8 Widcombe pocket park - welcoming people on to the 
river line from Widcombe and beyond. 

9 Pulteney Weir/ Spring Gardens park, sociable seating 
options overlooking spectacle of Pultenay bridge and 
weir, small performance space. 

10 Kensington Meadows, picnic and sociable seating

11 Water (meadow) play and sociable seating

12 Play, sociable and picnic seating



23 24

     In the west, the first playful space might be a nature trail 
between Newbridge and Weston Island with play elements 
and social seating at the wider points (1). This could run 
with a wildlife theme, helping to encourage a deeper 
engagement with the river’s ecology. 

The trail could culminate in Brassmill Lane Park (2), with 
space for imaginative natural play features or an edible 
foraging trail around the park edge. The park will also offer 
seating overlooking the river - a good place for BRL walkers 
to pause. Sociable seating areas will be enhanced with play 
options for all ages,  whether climbing walls, sports areas or 
new creative play elements. 

Bath Spa’s Locksbrook Campus (3) stands at an important 
connection between communities to the north and south, 
via Fielding’s Bridge. A sociable square could be created on 
the north bank of the river. This could act as a welcoming 
space for people accessing the river line - and give the 
buildings a more fitting setting. 

     At Norfolk Crescent (4) the social and play 
elements will be subtle, focused on seating and 
a natural play trail tucked into the greenery 
between the park and the BRL. 

Green Park (5) should be a friendly space - 
offering a destination park for the city centre. 
Sociable seating, a new cafe or space for food 
trucks could all contribute to a convivial air 
recalling the pleasure grounds of old. A water 
feature  - could help invite in city visitors. 

Bath Quays (6) already offers seating and a 
possible outdoor performance space - which 
needs only minor improvements to use. Shade 
should be considered to make it comfortable  
even during hot summer days. 

     Widcombe pocket park could make full 
use of the strip of land running behind the 
Travelodge, becoming a sociable riverside 
pocket park to welcome walkers from the 
south - and a place to pause along the BRL. 

At Parade Gardens (7) the long pastime of 
promenading by the river (visible in maps 
dating back to the 17th C), should be retained, 
along with sociable seating options - and 
perhaps some form of cafe or refreshments 
that recall the summerhouse once there. 

At Pultenay Weir the  sociable air created by 
restaurants and cafes could spill out into an 
improved public space, with better seating - 
and lighting for evening use. This is another 
spot for a water feature - perhaps inspired by 
the Great Drain which empties into the river 
nearby. 

      Kensington Meadows should be 
offered as a pleasant stop just off 
the route, with picnicking and sports 
facilities a popular draw.  

A woodland play trail running alongside 
the route linking the BRL to Grosvenor 
Bridge could be another way to 
encourage communities from the north 
on to the BRL - or an edible foraging trail 
around the edge of the meadow. 

If wetland areas are created (11), some 
form of rain-fed water play could be 
a fun way to engage children in the 
value of flood meadows. At  Batheaston 
riverside a sociable picnic space, 
perhaps with access to the water, could 
create a fitting entrance or end to the 
BRL. 

3 A river for all

22 23 24 
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4 An economic engine:
commerce, culture, 
enterprise

1

2
3 4

5

Ever since 1086 when records began, the River Avon has 
acted as a economic engine for the communities living 
alongside it. 

In the medieval period it powered cloth and flour mills, 
before the creation of the Avon Navigation allowed it to 
become a hub - and dumping ground - for industry. It 
has long been a magnet for those with an enterprising 
spirit. 

Today the river offers new opportunities - as the Bath 
Enterprise Zone recognises. Here, existing commercial 
opportunities are mapped alongside opportunities for 
new ones, a suggestion for the economic power the BRL 
might be able to unlock. 

Connections and signposting should not only bring 
people on to the BRL, but should also direct BRL users 
outwards to existing cafes, local high streets and regular 
markets, sharing the economic benefit. 

The key (right) gives an overview of each story, while the 
following pages give a little more detail. 

6
7

8

9
11

13

14

10

M

1 Newbridge cafe/ coffee truck and welcome 
space, plus potential for paddleboard and canoe 
hire 

2 Weston Lock food truck/ cafe and outdoor 
dining

3 Weston Island gallery, sculpure park, cafe and 
maker’s studios

4 Locksbrook Square with space for food 
markets. Outdoor gallery linking to Weston island, 
possible floating market. 

5 Green Park - performance space, cafe or food 
truck. 

6 Bath Quays - outdoor dining 

7 Rise and fall pontoon for new moorings

8 Commercial cafe/ restaurant pontoon/ boat 

9 Ferry crossing between Boat Station - Morrisons 
- Cleveland Pools - Kensington Meadows.

10 Potential for programmed performances 
events at Kensington Meadows - as with the 
Reggae Festival. 

11 City farm - growing and selling produce for the 
city, potential for outreach programme. 

12 Performance / gallery space under the A4

13 Future visitor centre and cafe (indicative only)

14 Canoe and paddle board hire, cafe or coffee 
van

Key

Existing pub/ cafe

Existing market

Local high street

12
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      Looking to the future, Weston Island (3) could 
reignite the entrepreneurial spirit the area is known 
for with a new creative twist. A sculpture park - as 
suggested by local artists - along with makers’ studios, 
gallery and cafe could create a genuine destination 
in the West. A linking ferry service could turn it into a 
lovely round trip.

A link could be created to Bath Spa’s Locksbrook 
Campus (4) via an outdoor gallery running alongside 
the river, showing a rolling roster of work by students 
and local artists with prints for sale via an online app. 

Outside the university, at the foot of Fieldings’ Bridge 
(4), a new square could act as a hub for a weekly 
food market - which could serve local communities, 
students and BRL visitors alike. The riverside here 
could also be suitable for commercial moorings - 
either in the form of ‘shops’ with a defined tenure, or 
floating markets

     In the west the Waterspace Study 
noted the potential for a cafe close 
to the marina (1). This could be an 
important welcoming space at the 
western entrance to the BRL, offering 
food and drink at its most westerly 
point. It could be linked to a canoe/
paddle board hire at the marina, with 
access to the river via their slipway.

A food truck already parks on the 
hard-standing to the east of Weston 
Lock (2). This area could be improved 
with flexible seating and the potential 
for more/ varied food trucks - to 
create a food and drink offer that 
appealed to a range of different 
users. This could spill out on to the 
green space at Weston Lock on 
busier weekends or during festivals. 

     While Kelson’s Field isn’t big enough to 
support a new cafe, the existing cafe at the 
entrance could be encouraged to have a 
mobile outpost in the park itself - a good 
stopping point for cyclists using the future 
route of the old railway line.   

As the BRL hits the city centre, the opportunity 
for either a pavilion cafe or a flexible space 
for food trucks could help bring a sociable air 
to Green Park (5) - and make it a destination 
for  the city centre. A little further upriver, Bath 
Quays (6) could be another destination for a 
floating market - depending on access through 
the railings. 

As the river turns northwards, a section could 
be opened to new moorings (7), based around 
rise and fall pontoons - helping to animate an 
otherwise quiet section of the river. 

      At Pultenay Weir opportunities for a commercial 
mooring - perhaps a restaurant or cafe - could 
encourage visitors over to the other side of the water - 
and on to the BRL. 

The existing restaurants and cafes could be given more 
space to spill into the public area. This would create a 
continental plaza with one of the very best views in Bath 
- easily becoming a destination on visitors’ checklists. 

Moving east, the Holburne Museum and its cafe will be 
a handy stop on many visitors’ itineraries, before hitting 
the open countryside of the east.  Cleveland Pools - 
currently just off the main route, could be a welcome 
diversion once re-opened. 

A ferry linking the Pools with the Boating Station, 
Morrisons and Kensington Meadows could create a 
popular circular route. 

     With its large grassy expanses, Kensington 
Meadows (11) could be established as a site for 
small-scale festivals - it already hosts the Reggae 
Festival. 

The patch of land sandwiched between the canal 
and the railway (12) has the potential to become 
a city farm, growing and selling fresh veg - and 
running community outreach programmes. 

In the meadows a visitor centre and cafe will likely 
be added by the National Trust in future years, 
while an exciting opportunity for an outdoor gallery 
or pop-up performance space (13) can be found in 
the haunting space underneath the A4. 

The final opportunity would be for canoe and 
paddle board hire from a new water access point 
(14) created at the Riverside park in Batheaston, 
ensuring there is access to the river at both ends. 

4 An economic engine

32 33 

34 35 36 

37 38 39 

40 41 



29 30

Consultation
Community consultation has played a central role in our 
design process. Our approach is summarised below.

Engage Early 

Community consultation has conventionally been 
undertaken once a design has been developed with 
local communities invited to comment on pre-prepared 
proposals. However, by this stage the potential for change 
is often limited as key design decisions have already been 
made and the opportunity to draw on local knowledge and 
lived experience has been missed. Without this insight, it is 
hard to develop proposals that truly addresses the multiple 
user needs of public spaces.     

Therefore, our approach for the Bath River Line has been to 
engage communities and users of the riverside early in the 
design process so that their input can be used to shape and 
inform the emerging design proposals, thus ensuring they 
address a wide-range of needs and aspirations.  

Inclusive

A key element of our approach has been to reach out 
to diverse voices and to be inclusive in our approach. 
Therefore, our starting point was to undertake a wide-
ranging stakeholder and user mapping exercise and to 
utilise this to develop a targeted approach to engagement 
to ensure we heard from a wide range of perspectives. 

User-centred research

Rather than simply asking for opinions, a key part of our 
approach was to focus on understanding the current 
experience of a place, seeing it through the eyes of the user 
to understand how it functions for different groups and 
what changes could improve the user experience.  
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A mixed-method research approach was developed for the 
project to reach a wide spectrum of people and provide a rich 
variety of data. It was also necessary to be compliant with 
Covid social distancing restrictions which limited the scope of 
face-to-face engagement in the early phases of the project. 

The first phase involved a thorough desktop review of previous 
studies and the available secondary evidence, including;

• Water Space Study: 2016 Boater Survey
• Water Space Study: 2016 Resident’s Survey
• B&NES Liveable Neighbourhoods Community
Forum (Interactive Map) 2020
• Green Space Observational Analysis (August
2020)
• Autumn / Winter 2021 ‘Soft Consultation’ (based on schematic 
designs for the open spaces)
• UWE / WECA Green Space Study July 2020
• B&NES Green Space Study 2015
• Walking and cycling on Shared-Use paths: the
User Perspective (UWE 2016) - study focussed on
user behaviour along the Bristol-Bath Railway Path

Additionally, it involved undertaking two primary research 
methods; 

Interactive Web platform; 

The digital platform acted as the shop window for the project 
and enabled a wide level of engagement. 

The website invited participants to posts comments, things 
they liked and disliked and also ideas and memories about the 
riverside. At the time of going to press there had been over 400 
comments and more 22,000 site visits.

Additionally there was another interactive map, which sought 
to gain people’s memories and record social history to inspire 
the process.  

The website was promoted through local media and to ensure 

Methods so far
a wide range of people were aware of the site, the team also 
contacted local groups and shared the website address via 
local and social media networks. There was also posters 
distributed via local residents and user groups along the 
western section of the riverside and also placed along the river 
path.

Semi-Structured Interviews;

Drawing on a thorough stakeholder and user mapping exercise 
we highlighted a ‘focus group’ of individuals that represented 
a diverse group of users.  Each member of the group were 
interviewed using a semi-structured interview schema with a 
focus on capturing understanding about their lived experience 
of the riverside.

The interviewees included;

• A local resident of Bath Riverside
• A local resident of Widcombe
• A local resident of Norfolk Crescent
• Local councillors for Westmoreland, Bathwick
and Lambridge.
• A run coach who leads groups runs along the
river
• A liveaboard boater and outreach working for
Julian House
• A Newbridge resident and parent of three (5, 9,
11) girls under-10 who use push along scooters
and travel along the current path to school.
• A regular cycle commuter, walker and local
resident of Newbridge
• A ‘Walks for Health’ walk leader, Bath Ramblers
representative & Widcombe resident
• A wheelchair user
• A keen cyclist, regular user of the path and local
resident
• A cycling advocate and Bath resident
In addition, the team interacted via email with;
• A representative from RNID and B&NES
resident
• A representative from Walk Ride Bath

 400 + pins on  
 interactive map
 
 23,000 +

  Website Visits

 

Feeling Safe 

Designing for use 
in dark evenings / 
vulnerable users

Smooth 
Surface

Designing for wheels 
& multiple users.

Good Sharing
Designing for 

different modes to 
shared the space. 

Ease of 
Access

Designing in 
continuity and good 

access. 

Celebrate
Increasing 

awareness of nature  
and history

 through art. 

A place to live
Designing a place 
where people can 

live. 

Key themes 

A series of key themes emerged from the initial 
stages of the consultation which are summarised 
over the following pages. 

These themes have been fed into the design 
process - and will be built on further as the 
designs are developed. 
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Surfacing

There were also a number of suggestions relating to path 
levelling to address the surface pooling. For example the area 
between Victoria bridge and midland road bridge:

“This part of the path forms full width puddles when it rains 
that make it very difficult to pass on foot without stepping on 
the mud verge the narrow concrete holding the fencing”

A place to live

Another key role of the riverside is to provide a home to 
a liveaboard boat dwellers. It was noted from our initial 
research that some liveaboard boat dwellers feel overlooked 
as a stakeholder. Also, that the limited number of affordable 
residential moorings make it challenging for many who then 
fall into 14 day continuous cruising requirement. The advice the 
team received from initial investigations was to engage with 
the boating community once there were more developed and 
tangible plans.

Celebrate Nature And History

Numerous interviewees highlighted the rich wildlife and history 
that exists along the riverside;

“One day I was crossing this bridge and within a few minutes 
3 cormorants and 2 swans flew quite low overhead - it was 
a beautiful moment of feeling connected to wildlife whilst in 
the middle of the city. A little further down the riverside path 
heading west there was a large tree where 8 cormorants were 
perched looking very satisfied with life”

“There is some fab nature along this path. Regularly see herons 
and cormorants, otters and swans and once even a fawn 
(though that was bizarrely in the bushes by Norfolk crescent!) 
Some nature boards along the path to help identify what you 
can spot would be great”

Feeling Safe

Amongst the most pertinent findings from the interviewees 
was a worry about safety while using the riverside - in certain 
locations and in the evening, in particular when there was 
reduced light or visibility. This was particularly relevant for 
women. 

“I don’t feel safe to use the path in the evening”

“I wouldn’t use it after about 5.30 / 6 in the evening..”

“Lack of lighting along the riverside is quite a big issue, 
particularly for women travelling evening/ night. While perhaps 
seen as being potentially expensive, it should be identified as a 
requirement and costed.”

“The girls will go to Hayesfield but I currently don’t feel it is safe 
for them to use the route in the afternoon / evening.. lighting 
needs to be better” (interviewee: parent of three girls)

“Lack of lighting along the riverside is quite a big issue, 
particularly for women travelling evening/ night. While perhaps 
seen as being potentially expensive, it should be identified as a 
requirement and costed.

Good sharing

A recurring theme on the interactive map and also regularly 
mentioned by the interviewees was the challenge of different 
types of users sharing and interacting on a relatively narrow 
path.

“Widen to maximum width at all locations where possible” - (10 
people liked this statement on the interactive map)

“Obviously widen path where able”

“When I’m a cyclist I’m annoyed by pedestrians and
when I’m a pedestrian I’m annoyed by cyclists”
(local resident who regularly cycles)

“It’s a little bit stressful due to the number of cyclists
that use it”

“Along this section the path is very narrow and can’t 
accommodate bikes and pedestrians” (Riverside path from 
bridge to bottom of Avondale Road)

Next steps
This document forms part of the next stage of the 
consultation, as the designs within it will be presented to 
the public via webinar and the document will be published 
on the BRL website. At the end of the presentation, 
questions can be posed to the design team. 

For anyone who cannot attend the webinar, it will be made 
available online so it can be viewed at any time. There will 
also be an online survey provided via the website so that 
people can feed back on the proposals contained within 
this document.

We are also planning a ‘walking focus group’ activity. 
A diverse group of participants will be invited to walk a 
section of the western section of the BRL to consider the 
emerging design proposals in situ. The aim of this session 
will be to allow for a deeper level of understanding and 
engagement with the proposals and how they could 
enhance the experience of the river line. 

Engage  /

 User Analysis
Ideation

Refine & 

Define
Design

Ease of Access & Connectivity

Another theme was around access to and from the path and 
ensuring smooth connections with other active travel routes 
(walking/ cycling). One example was how the BRL could link 
up with proposed improvements to the A4, Upper Bristol Road, 
others commented on the missing link of the Bath-Bristol 
Railway Path. Others were concerned with accessibility on the 
path itself:

“The path between the Locksbrook Inn, humpback bridge and 
bus depot - too narrow, badly lit and feels very claustrophobic. 
Not easily accessible for buggies, pushchairs, bikes, and even 
very bad visibility for people walking. The humpback bridge is 
very nice to look at but a difficult turn from the path
due to the bridge corners and the incline.”

“It becomes incredibly busy here with cyclists trying to get 
from riverside to meet up with (Sustrans) Linear way cycle path 
making it very difficult for everyone involved. Better access is 
required here. Signage is awful here too and needs upgrading. “
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Sharing the space
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The consultation revealed strong views from walkers 
and cyclists who have struggled with the shared path 
already offered. Comments called for segregated bike 
lanes, or a wider overall route. 

The path will be widened where space allows, 
however in some places the narrow bank makes that 
impossible. 

In order to reduce conflict and ensure the most 
vulnerable users feel safe, the entire length of the line 
will be designated a slow way. The only exception 
might come in the eastern section, where additional 
space might allow for a segregated cycle lane. This will 
be defined in a later phase.   

A slow way is a route where people can take it easy - 
a place to enjoy the river and its wildlife, to stop for a 
picnic, enjoy the views and soak up the atmosphere. 
A code of conduct (see following page) will encourage 
people to do just that.

For those who wish to travel faster, the BRL will 
connect to other existing and planned active travel 
routes through Bath - forming part of a sustainable 
network to be expanded through the city over coming 
years. 

A key complementary route for the western section 
is the Bristol to Bath Railway Path. This is currently 
missing a final link from Newbridge into the city 
centre, meaning cyclists are diverted onto the BRL 
at the Locksbrook Inn. The feasibility of creating a 
a sustainable route along this final section is being 
explored and could ease pressure on the BRL in future.  

Taking the slow way 

Tw
o tunnels 

Complementary cycle routes through Bath, offering 
alternative or linked routes to the BRL. 

Bath-Bristol Railway Path missing link 

BRL slow way - code of conduct applies. 

Key

Bristol-Bath RailwayPath
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West section parks: 
design & analysis
The following pages explore some of our analysis, 
along with emerging designs for the western 
section.  If you have ideas about how to improve 
them, please visit our website to have your say:

https://www.bathriverline.co.uk/index.php
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The western section

The Bath River Line will be completed in three 
phases. The first phase covers the western 
section from Newbridge to Green Park. The next 
part of the document explores designs for the 
parks and path along this section of the BRL. 

The other stretches will be considered in later 
phases of the project, along with additional 
public consultation. Newbridge Brassmill Lane Park 

Weston Lock Green

Kelson’s Field Norfolk Crescent

Green Park
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Brassmill Lane Park 

Brassmill Lane park is the first major green space along 
the BRL when walking from the west. Here the space is 
analysed, before a new design is proposed. In each green 
space we have explored its existing relationship to the river, 
views, movement and tree coverage. All will inform the 
design - along with the consultation findings. 

Observations

• Brassmill Lane has a strong community feel with 
neighbouring streets looking on to the park. It could 
also serve as a stop-off for people using the Bristol-Bath 
railway path - and for those walking the BRL.

• There is a poor sense of arrival - with a path that 
abruptly terminates at the play park. Access to the river 
is limited to a single gate in the far west corner.

• Views - and connections - between the park, the river 
walk and river are limited by vegetation and fencing (C). 
Yet if the fence were removed, the park would provide 
the perfect vantage point for the river, sitting on the 
bank just above it. 

• There is an open edge to the road which is busy with 
vans using the nearby industrial estate and a bus stop 
on the park edge. 

• Play options are provided for younger children in a 
fenced play area. Older children and teenagers have 
the option of a grassed football pitch and basketball 
hoop on hard standing - isolated in the middle of the 
lawn. 

A: Existing tree cover

C: Views

B: Movement

D: Levels

Bank

Bank
+1.2

+1.5

+0.7

+0

+0

+0

Play area

Bristol - Bath cycle routeriver path

gate

Poor visual link

open side to lane

Entrance from river Main entrance
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Brassmill Lane Park 

At Brassmill Lane Park the focus is on two key stories 
- wildlife and the local community - encouraging a 
strong connection between the two.   

Design details

• A welcoming and sociable entrance space (1) 
creates a clear invitation into the park and down to 
the river. 

• A new path offers views of the river (2). Benches 
overlook the park or the river, creating a peaceful  
link between the local community and the Avon.  
The old chain link fence would be removed and an 
additional physical link would be made to the river 
path at the east end of the park. Stepped seating 
provides a peaceful riverside overlook (3). 

• Play options for all ages are created here (4), with 
an all-weather sports court offering basketball 
or five a side football, table tennis and younger 
play. The wildlife play trail from Newbridge could 
also culminate in the park - where a themed play 
area of woodland birds and creatures will help to 
engage children with the local wildlife. 

• A communal vegetable garden is created at the 
eastern end of the park (5), tapping into the local 
demand for allotments. Sociable picnic tables 
allow for community events or impromptu picnics. 

• Gentle mounding (6) can help define the space 
and block out the road - along with a band of 
shrub and perennial planting. 

2 4
3

1

5

6
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Existing Imagined
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Weston Lock green 

A: Existing tree cover

C: Views

B: Movement

D: Levels

Sheet piled walls

Bank

+0

+0

+0

+0

+0

gated fence
Bristol - Bath cycle route

river path

Weston Lock Green is the second park along the BRL when 
travelling from the west. Analysis of the green reveals a 
space rich in history, but limited in use. 

Observations

• Maintenance access to Weston Lock Green is required - 
sometimes for substantial equipment. Perhaps because 
of this there is a poor sense of arrival - with no clear 
route into the green from the road and no pavement. 

• Weston Lock Green is dominated by the lock itself, with 
views to Weston Island. The lock is a hint to the industry 
that was once concentrated in the local area - and as 
someone suggested in the public consultation, more 
could be done to reveal that history.

 
• Although people like to stop on the Green, there are no 

benches, so people are forced to either sit on the grass, 
or on the lock wall itself. As the green sits between the 
BRL and the Bristol to Bath Railway path, it provides a 
useful stopping off place. 

• Tree cover is focused on the border with the road and 
the border with the neighbouring refreshment truck (A). 
A gated fence makes up the rest of the road border.

• Beyond the refreshment truck is private land covered 
with parked caravans in a varying states of repair. 

Works access Area to east of site
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A rich heritage story can be told here - tracking the 
industry that once fringed the river. But it can also be 
a far more sociable space - offering the perfect place 
to pause. 

Design details

• The story of industrial Twerton and Weston Island 
could be revealed through stories inscribed into the 
paving (1) and perhaps through a bespoke piece of 
art. An audio trail would stop here.  

• An area of hard-standing or gravel (2) could 
become a pop up space for coffee or food trucks, 
or home to a permanent public toilet and coffee 
shop, with flexible furniture to allow access. 

• An area of lawn with benches (which can be 
removed during works) allows people to enjoy 
views of the lock (3).

• An extension to the existing pontoon (4) could 
improve access for boaters, while floating 
reed beds/ riparian planting (5) could increase 
biodiversity. 

• Materials, soft and hard, can hint at the industry 
that sprang up alongside the Avon. Tulips could be 
reminder of the many migrants who gave Weston 
island the nickname ‘Dutch Island’.  

• If the land to the east of the green space could be 
acquired by B&NES (6), it could be a good location 
for  services for the boating community - waste/ 
water, storage, a place to unload shopping. 

Weston Lock green 

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Kelson’s Field

A: Existing tree cover

C: Views

B: Movement

D: Levels

Analysis of Kelson’s Field revealed a park with potential to 
create a strong connection to the river - and enhance the 
setting for people and wildlife. 

Observations

• Trees form a strong edge to the central space, framing 
the green and creating shaded areas (a). The park sits 
at the confluence of two green corridors for wildlife - 
north to Locksbrook Cemetary and south via the old 
railway line. 

• Pinch points on the river path at both sides of the park 
create moments of conflict between users (b). Paths 
leading back into the park and Locksbrook Road/Upper 
Bristol Road are not sealed - this connection could be 
strengthened to RUH and northern communities. 

• The park is a potential knuckle connecting the BRL and 
the Bristol to Bath Railway Path - if the final part is built 
along the old railway line (b). 

• The park is level with the exception of the southern 
edge to the old railway line that rises behind the park 
(d). 

• Play options are provided for younger children only in a 
shaded play space.

• The park and path have some of the best views and 
closest connection to the river of all the parks.

Rive
r p

ath

Future cycle link

Pinch point

Pinch point

Shade

Shade

Poor surveillance 

No signage

Poor edges

Good co
nnec

tio
n to

 riv
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Bridge

Piled bank
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Kelson’s Field

1

2

3

4

At Kelson’s Field the design will draw on the story of water 
and wildlife, creating a peaceful, reflective space where 
people can get up close to the river.   

Design details

• Creating a gently shelved and richly planted riparian 
river edge (1) demonstrates the BRL’s aim to create 
a better balance between the river’s human and 
animal neighbours. This will create valuable habitats 
for dragonflies, damselflies and amphibians, while 
the decked terrace (2) will allow people to enjoy 
the restorative benefits of the river and its wildlife. 
Interpretation will help people spot . 

• The wetland area (1) can also help link two wildlife 
corridors, one running via Locksbrook Cemetery in the 
north and one via the old railway line to the south. 

• The central grassy lawn area provides a sociable 
place to stop and relax and offers space for any local 
community events (3). The second lawn, more shaded 
in character, offers space for informal play and picnics.

• An expanded, fenced natural play area will explore the 
water and wildlife story with giant dragonflies and rain-
fed water play (4). 

• The cafe at the entrance to the park could set up a 
mobile coffee cart in the park on busier days (5).

• A linking path would create an easy connection to the 
Bath-Bristol Railway path extension (6)

• Interpretation could tell the tale of farmer Kelson - 
whose field the park once was - before expanding 
development made a park in the area a necessity. 

5

6
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Norfolk Crescent 

A: Existing tree cover

C: Views

B: Movement

D: Levels

Norfolk Crescent is a park rich in history and stunning 
architecture, but is currently almost completely 
disconnected from the river. 

Observations

• Norfolk Crescent is one of the architectural showpieces 
along the BRL, yet it is hard to see from the path which 
is separated from the park by a line of trees, vegetation 
and a chain link fence - as noted in the public 
consultation. (A). Improving the visual connection 
between river, path and park will help to share this 
heritage jewel with the city - and recconnect the park 
with the river (C). 

• The thick vegatation between park and path makes 
this area of the river path feel unsafe to some users. 

• The river walk is set down below the park with stepped 
and gated access in the south corner - which makes it 
feel a little like private land. 

• The Sustrans cycle route leaves the river walk at Norfolk 
Crescent and continues in to the city along the north 
edge of the park (B). Wayfinding is generally poor.

• The Western point of the park is covered in scrub and 
shrubs, obscuring the Crescent and park and making 
an awkward entrance from the BRL. 

• Local residents are frustrated by people using 
the vegetation as a toilet and concerned about 
encouraging anti-social behaviour in the park. 

• The Watchman’s Box is a listed structure that needs an 
appropriate setting.

Signage

No Signage

To Bath centre sustrans route

Stepped 
 access

river path
No path to

link steps

Lim
ited views 

Levels

Poorly defined bank

bank

+2

+0

Undulating 
levels

3

Entrance from riverEntrance from river Watchman’s box
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Norfolk Crescent is an impressive set piece of Georgian 
Architecture, creating an notable punctuation along the 
BRL. Here the story will be focused on history and heritage, 
but also on boosting biodiversity in a peaceful and 
reflective space.   

Design details

• Clumps of trees already reveal ‘picturesque’ views of 
the architecture - an eighteenth-century trick that will 
be extended along a new riverside walk (1) running 
along the top of the bank. Walking along the path will 
reveal a series of different views - down to the river and 
up to the crescent. 

• Seating nooks will be tucked away along the river walk, 
overlooking the water (2). 

• A wildflower labyrinth will provide informal play (3) 
while also hinting at the formal gardens created for the 
houses when development stalled in 1793 after the Bath 
Bank Crash. Labyrinths were also a hot favourite in 
Bath’s Georgian pleasure gardens. Underplanting with 
spring bulbs could expand its period of interest.

• The history of Norfolk Crescent - including the bombing 
during WW2, and its most famous resident, Sir Walter 
Pitman, creator of shorthand - could be told via a low 
bath stone kerb (4). The pavement around the park will 
be widened, making it possible to walk around the park 
without  using the road - and improving the setting of 
the Watchman’s Box. 

• Biodiversity will be boosted by wildflowers, along with 
an enriched bank between the park and the BRL (5). 
The vegetation will punctuated at points to allow 
for better visibility - reducing the risk of antisocial 
behaviour. 

Norfolk Crescent 

1

4

3

4
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Green Park

A: Existing tree cover

C: Views

B: Movement

D: Levels

Like Norfolk Crescent, the surrounding architecture is 
dominant at Green Park. 

Observations

• The terraced Georgian houses, and bath stone walls 
bounding the park edges combine to create an 
immediate sense of history and character.

• Veteran trees line the north side of the park (a) and the 
ridge at the southern end. 

• The river walk passes along the southern edge of the 
park before descending to the river edge (b). The lower 
section floods so an alternative route is required. The 
arrival point to the park is poor with insufficient space 
to gather, etc.

• The park is on different levels, with a raised central 
grass area in the centre and a separate raised grass 
triangle to the east - creating a sense of disconnection.  
The central mound would offer views to the river if 
the vegetation wasn’t so dense. The land to the east 
provides good views of the park and river. 

• There is a mixed arrangement and quality of play 
facilities - both natural and traditional play areas could 
be improved. Several comments on the consultation 
noted that a fenced play area would be desirable. 

• The park also has an awkward triangular entrance to 
the north. This could be widened and improved. 

River path
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Green Park has a strong sense of history - leant by its 
Georgian terrace and historic stone walls. Over the years it 
has evolved from water meadow to pleasure ground to park, 
but it has always been a place to promenade away from the 
city, a place for pleasure. This sociable story can help shape 
its future development as a destination for the city-centre. 

Design details

• A more welcoming space will be created at the northern 
end, to invite people in and down towards the river (1) 

• In the 1680s Green Park was known as King’s Mead, a 
prototype pleasure garden with tree-lined promenades 
and stalls providing sweet treats to visitors. The new 
design can offer either a beautifully designed pavilion 
cafe or a flexible space allowing for food vans or stalls (2), 
linked to the rest of the park by a bridge.  

• The nature of Kings Mead as a place to promenade will be 
retained, with routes around the park improved, including 
a boardwalk beside the river (3). 

• Playful elements that recall the spirit of Bath’s pleasure 
grounds could be introduced - such as a flexible space for 
small-scale performances on the central lawn (4). 

• Play will include a fenced area, as suggested in the 
consultation as well as a wilder ‘natural play’ area set 
amongst the trees (5)

• The sunny south-facing bank overlooking the river is the 
place for seating set into the slope (6), the bank of which 
will be enriched with wildflower meadow planting. 

• While the main park is dedicated to pleasure, the river’s 
edge could be shelved to introduce riparian planting, a 
balcony or overlook allows people to take in the water and 
wildlife (7).  

Green Park
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West section river walk: 
design & analysis
A series of interventions will help to enrich the BRL river 
walk, encouraging people to use it as a park, not just a 
path. 
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The river walk now

The public consultation - along with our analysis 
- revealed a series of areas where the river walk 
could be improved. These include:

The path is very narrow in places, leading to conflict 
between different users. There is little clarity on who 
has priority on the path - some people see it as a 
walking route, some people see it as a cycle path. 

The surface is uneven and floods regularly in places

There are not enough benches along the route. 
They are often positioned on the edge of the path, 
meaning people’s knees are in the throughfare. 

There are few places to step off the path and view 
the river, instead you are almost always in the path 
of oncoming ‘traffic’. 

Some sections of the river are very green with good 
plant and treelife, some are hard-edged with limited 
biodiversity. 

There are few opportunities for play - beyond the 
parks on the route.

Some parts of the path feel unsafe - particularly the 
darker areas and those with dense vegetation. 

There is little sense of the space as a park - it 
currently feels entirely like a path. 

While the plantlife is rich in some areas, in others ivy 
and brambles have taken over. 
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The design approach for the river walk is evolving 
- and will be guided further by this stage of the 
public consultation. 

Along the length of the walk the path surface will 
be addressed to create a flat and fully accessible 
surface - this is a pre-requisite for every other 
aspect of design. 

The following page outlines additional suggestions 
on how to enrich the river walk. 

The river walk 
enriched

REGULAR SEATING NOOKS with space for wheelchairs, mobility scooters or 
bikes. A place to meet or pause along the line. 

RIVER BALCONIES - places to get off the path and enjoy a beautiful view, while 
also connecting with the river, its history or its wildlife. 

PLAY ON THE WAY features have been added where space allows, making the 
route engaging for younger visitors - and encouraging active play. 

THRESHOLDS welcome you on to  the space, along with information totems to 
ensure you can find your way around.

1 2

5 6

PINCH POINTS or narrow points along the path should be addressed, adding 
width where possible. 

A GREENER ROUTE has been suggested along some of the built up stretches 
of the river walk. These gently meandering routes offer seating, rain gardens 
and trees to green the river edge. Here people are invited to take their foot off 
the pedal and enjoy their surroundings. 

RIVER GARDENS - a series of individual ‘gardens’ or planted areas will be 
created along the length of the river. They will follow four types - woodland, 
meadow, water’s edge and edible. Some might be maintained by volunteers, 
while others might be sponsored by local businesses.  

3 4

7 LIGHTING - low-level, minimal impact lighting will be considered along certain 
stretches of path, particularly where there are safety concerns. There is a 
subtle balance to strike between ensuring the bats’ remain undisturbed and 
ensuring people can use the path with confidence. 

8
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1 Seating 
Seating nooks have been suggested at regular 
intervals along the BRL. They are designed to 
allow people to get off the path and enjoy the 
river, or other people’s company. 

The nooks have been designed for a range of 
users. Armrests will help those with mobility 
issues, while a space for wheelchairs, mobility 
scooters, buggies or bikes allows anyone to 
stop off along the way. 

Some are designed for sociable encounters 
(A, B) with a curved bench allowing for 
conversation, while others have a single bench 
for people who would prefer to sit on their own 
(C,D). 

Some have a bath stone retaining wall around 
them, to allow them to be built into the bank 
(A, C), while others (E) offer a more streamlined 
design that allows seating to be brought right 
to the water’s edge.  

A B

C D

E
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Although the river walk follows the Avon, there 
aren’t many places where you can step off the path 
and simply watch the river. 

Creating a limited number of river balconies - or 
overlooks - will allow people to pause and connect 
with the restorative powers of the river. 

As the following page reveals, balconies have been 
suggested either at key destination parks along the 
route, or at places that have an interesting history 
or wildlife story to tell. 

Existing

Imagined

2 River balconies 
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1

2

3

4

Location of seating 
and river balconies
The river balconies and the seating nooks both 
allow people to pause and spend time appreciating 
the river. Here their locations are shown - along with 
the stories that can be told at the river overlooks. 

72 

5

6

7

Key

Newbridge - to give views of the impressive 
architecture and give space to tell the history 
of the bridge and the Avon Navigation. The 
sheet-piled bank makes an overlook easier.

Bristol to Bath railway path - provide a view of 
the river for those joining the BRL here. This 
also overlooks the point at which the Newton 
Brook joins the Avon - a known otter and 
wildlife hotspot. 

An overlook celebrating the old ferry crossing 
that ran for centuries before Fielding’s bridge 
was built.  

An overlook at Kelson’s Field - both of the river 
via the boardwalk, and of the rich wetland 
planting within the park. Here the emphasis 
will be on the plantlife and wildlife you can see.

A floating park (barge) that is accessible at 
certain times. 

Here the overlook will reveal how a few 
decades ago, the view would have been of the 
buzzing Stothert and Pitt factories, churning 
out cranes for global delivery. The overlook is 
also where many will join the BRL, making it a 
good place to get close to the water. 

Overlook at Green Park taking in riparian river 
edge - and the wild and plantlife that will make 
its home there. 

4

1

2

3

5

6

7

Riverside seating
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3 Pinch points Locksbrook Inn 

The path narrows here to less than 1.5m in width, 
bordered by a natural bank, much of which looks 
unstable. It is also the point at which the Bath to Bristol 
Railway Path joins the BRL. 

By creating a hard edge to the river bank and raising 
the level of the bank so the path is level with the road, 
this section of pathway can be widened to around 4m, 
creating easier passage for pedestrians or cyclists. The 
river edge would be fenced. 

To offset the hard-edged riverbank, a floating strip of 
riparian planting could introduce better biodiversity and 
new habitats. 

The western section of the Bath River Line has 
four key pinch points where the path narrows - 
often where it meets a bridge. 

The public consultation regularly brought up 
the limited space along the BRL and the conflict 
between different users. 

Trying to maximise space in these locations can 
help to address this key concern.

1

Existing

Proposed

Here the path narrows as it passes under the bridge, 
which also creates a blind corner. 

One solution is to create two paths as demonstrated in 
the plan (right). The main path runs around the head of 
the bridge (1), while the secondary path runs under the 
bridge (2). This would be focused towards pedestrians, 
who would be able to enjoy the gently shelving riparian 
planting introduced along the river bank (3). 

A more open welcome space would also be introduced 
at the north beside the road, inviting people down to 
the river. An outdoor gallery (4) could be created on the 
building backs and leftover space, allowing a rolling roster 
of public art, while a river balcony (5) remembers the 
old Twerton Ferry that crossed the river here. Overall it 
creates a welcoming space for communities joining the 
BRL from the north and the south. 

2

1

2

1

Fielding’s Bridge

3

4
5
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Kelson’s Field west

At Kelson’s Field the path narrows as it passes 
under the bridge, while the bridge creates a 
blind bend. 

A low timber wall has been built between the 
path and the original river wall. If this were 
removed and the original wall improved, the 
path could be widened to the full width of 
the bank. This should allow the path to reach 
around 3.5m as it passes under the bridge, 
making what was a blind bend much safer.

It also allows the historic wall to fulfill its 
original function as river boundary. The wall 
would be topped with a railing for safety on 
the bend. 

3

Existing

Proposed UPDATE

Kelson’s Field east

As the path enters Kelson’s Field from the 
east, it narrows, passing between a railing 
and a neighbouring property’s hedge. 

There may be potential for the path to be 
cantilevered out over the river (see section 
below right), but this would be expensive 
and alterations to the river bank could affect 
flood capacity. 

A simpler solution might to move the railings 
out a little further out into the river bank - 
possible at the western end of the pinch 
point, and explore other minor boundary 
tweaks.

4

Existing

Proposed
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4 A greener route

As the BRL passes closer to the centre of Bath, the 
banks are often sheet piled. This creates a hard edge 
that makes it hard for wildlife to establish habitats. It 
also creates a slightly sterile feel to the river edge. 

In some of these harder areas we are proposing a 
green intervention both on the path and in the river 
itself. 

Along the path rain gardens rich in trees and 
planting will bring biodiversity and create a 
setting for seating overlooking the river. By co-
operating with future developments along the river 
edge, green boundaries can be created to boost 
biodiversity and enhance the park aesthetic.  

In the river, floating riparian gardens could create 
habitats and a softer green edge to the hard bank. 
In key locations floating planted barges could also 
create an impressive green intervention - creating 
floating pocket parks. 

By creating a more meandering route, the green 
interventions also encourage people to take their 
foot of the pedal and enjoy their surroundings. 

73 74 

75 76 
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5 River gardens

A greener route will also be established by creating 
a series of distinct river gardens along the length of 
the river line. 

There will be four types - woodland (some with 
stumperies), meadow, edible and water. The water 
gardens will either be floating, or riparian gardens 
created along the river bank.  

All gardens will contribute to the BRL’s aim to 
create a net gain in biodiversity and bring green to 
harder-edged corners of the river. Some might be 
maintained by volunteers, while others might be 
sponsored by Bath businesses.  

Key

Water garden - either gently shelved 
water’s edge planting designed to 
create new habitats, or floating riparian 
gardens. 

Woodland garden - rich understoreys 
for the more wooded stretches of path. 
Some might feature ferns or logs and 
stumps to create habitats for insects. 

Meadow garden - rich in wildflowers 
along with hardy scented perennials 
these gardens will be happy homes for 
pollinators. 

Edible garden - whether woodland 
or in full sun, these gardens will have 
edible elements to encourage a closer 
connection to nature. 
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6 Thresholds & 
waymarking
Thresholds will be created at all entrances to 
the BRL, along with a wayfinding marker. This 
will help to reinforce the identity of the BRL as a 
single park, while also ensuring everyone who 
uses it can navigate easily. 

In future phases, links to the BRL will be created 
running further up and into neighbouring 
communities to invite people down to the river. 

112 

113 114 115 

7 Play on the way

Although space on the route is limited, there are 
some areas where small play trail elements can 
be introduced. This will help to engage the BRL’s 
younger users in between the parks and help to 
encourage an active lifestyle. 

116 

117 

118 119 
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8 Lighting
The River Avon plays a key role as a dark corridor 
for its resident bat population - this must be 
protected. Some areas are likely to remain 
completely unlit to protect the wildlife. 

However, lighting along certain stretches should 
be considered - to encourage use all year round 
and to address some users’ safety concerns. 

Low level lighting - cowled to ensure minimal 
light spill - could be targeted at certain areas. 
That could be from low level bollards or limited 
spill downlights. These can be concealed under 
furniture and can be directed so facing away 
from the river’s edge.  Solar lights can also 
provide sustainable guide lighting with a minimal 
impact. 

The lighting could be set to only come on at 
certain hours to reduce the impact on wildlife. 

This is a sensitive area, with design proposals 
still evolving according to expert advice from 
ecologists. 

120 
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8 Lighting Key

No lighting

Very minimal lighting

Minimal lighting

Vehicular lit bridges

Pedestrian lit bridge

 

Here different sections of the river are highighted 
for different lighting treatments. Some stretches 
are left dark - namely the section running from 
the Locksbrook Inn to Newbridge. This is a noted 
wildlife hotspot and few people commute along 
it, making lighting less necessary.

Other areas are shown with some lighting. The 
levels of each of these types of lighting will be 
defined in coming weeks as the designs are 
developed. 

Note: these are emerging proposals and will be 
subject to further analysis by ecologists for the 
impact on wildlife.  
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8 River art

Public art will be encouraged along the river 
- from bespoke pieces commissioned to tell a 
story, to pop-up installations along the way. 

A permanent outdoor gallery is proposed near 
to the Bath Spa University’s Locksbrook Campus 
- offering students and local artists a chance to 
display their work. An app could allow them to 
sell prints which people could order while on the 
route. 

In other areas community art projects would be 
welcomed - perhaps tempting the Newbridge 
Arts Trail down to the river and using currently 
rather blank walls. 

From a public health perspective, outdoor art 
and crafting sessions could be a way to get 
people out and about near to the river. 

126 
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131 
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Location of art and play

1

2

3 4

Newbridge wildlife art trail - wildlife sculptures, 
perhaps birds of the river ‘hidden’ in the trees, 
for people to spot on their way down the river. 
Interpretation to explain more about each bird. 
This could run all the way to Brassmill Lane Park. 

Expand and enhance the Haile Selassie 
memorial with a new sculpture.

The rather drab walls along this stretch could be 
enlivened with art during special events - such 
as the Newbridge Arts Trail

A permanent outdoor gallery is created along 
the building backs, with space for changing 
sculpture installations  - for students at the 
Locksbrook Campus and local artists. This could 
be linked to an app that allows BRL users to 
order a print of the artwork as they walk by. 

The central space at Kelson’s Field could be 
animated at certain times by a sculpture or 
installation - perhaps mulling on theme of how 
humans and wildlife can live in balance.  

A sculpture could be commissioned for the river 
balcony overlooking what used to be Stothert 
and Pitt’s factory yards - interpreting how the 
river was Bath’s industrial engine for many years. 

An architect-designed bat and bird hotel tucked 
under the bridge on an existing concrete pillar. 

An interactive, playable water-related sculpture 
could be created near the entrance to Green 
Park - encouraging people down towards the 
river. 

1
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Key

Public art opportunities along the Bath 
River Line

Places to play along the BRL west 
section
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Along the western section
The following pages show the interventions along the path 
in the locations we are proposing for them.   
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Small welcome space, with 
river balcony celebrating the 
Avon Navigation

Seating nook and play 
trail set within woodland 
garden

Seating nook

Path widened to 2m between 
Newbridge and Brassmill Lane Park 
with additional turning space found 
in seating nooks
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Seating nook set within 
woodland garden

Seating nook and improved setting 
and interpretation for Haile Selassie I 
monument, plus improved connection 
to Bristol-Bath railway path. Seating 
nook also overlooks a wildlife hotspot, 
where Newton Brook joins the river. 
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Seating nook set in meadow 
garden

Meadow garden / wildflower 
bank

Play trail and seating nook 

Seating nook set in meadow 
garden
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Seating nook set in meadow 
garden

Seating nook set in meadow 
garden

Brassmill Lane Park, a community 
hub offering play for all ages 
with an all-weather sports pitch,  
wildlife-themed natural play, 
seating overlooking the river and 
a communal vegetable garden. 

Weston Lock Green - a pocket 
park where you can soak up the 
history of the lock, while taking the 
weight off your feet over a coffee 
from the pop-up food truck.

A narrow part of the path is 
widened by raising the canal bank 
height and creating a hard edge. 
Space is created for movement, 
seating and planting.

Floating planters 
create floating riparian 
habitats for dragonflies 
and damselflies. 

The existing pontoon is 
lengthened to improve 
access for boaters.

Seating steps overlooking the river 
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A narrow part of the path is widened by 
raising the canal bank height and creating a 
hard edge. Space is created for seating and 
planting - and for the pedestrians and bikes 
passing along the route.

Play on the way 
elements

Seating overlooks new 
riparian planting - or face 
the other way and see the 
outdoor gallery created 
along the building backs  

A new and more 
welcoming space invites 
people down to the BRL

Pressure is taken off the narrow 
path running by the water by 
creating an additional path 
running behind the bridge head

A river balcony celebrates a 
historic ferry crossing - only lost 
when the bridge was built

A new bench overlooks the canal

River balcony on existing hard-
edged section of the canal, 
overlooking the rich wildlife of 
Weston Island canal bank.
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Seating nook
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With a stepped river bank and boardwalk 
overlook, Kelson’s Field is a place to connect 
with the river and its wildlife. Water and 
wildlife themed play can help to engage 
younger minds with the nature around them. 

Floating ‘water gardens’ line some of 
the sheet-piled banks here, boosting 
biodiversity and creating new habitats

A series of rain gardens green the river walk 
with planting and small trees. Seating is added 
overlooking the river. They create a  gently 
meandering route, slowing the movement.  
Some will have play elements woven in. 

Some of the floating gardens could be 
found on the other side of the river - 
creating islands, good for bird life. 

Seating nook and a woodland garden 
replace the tired seating here and 
welcome people on to the BRL A floating barge - richly planted - could 

create a floating park along the line. 
This moveable feast could welcome 
people aboard for events at certain 
times of the year - or during festivals.

Floating gardens/ 
barge 

Seating nook and bench overlooking 
the river
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A river balcony formalises what is already 
a good vantage point, with interpretation 
exploring the industrial view that would 
once have greeted you - with the Stothert 
and Pitt yards across the river. 

The entrance to the park is 
opened up, making it more 
welcoming from the river 

Seating nooks are arranged 
along the river walk in an 
enriched woodland garden 
setting 

Norfolk Crescent remains a 
peaceful space, but now with a 
spectacular floral display and 
better connection to the river

Brief punctuations in the tree canopy allow 
for views from the park to the river and vice 
versa, while additional tree clumps in the 
park shield these views from residents
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Another seating nook is tucked away near an 
entrance to the BRL 

Rain gardens bring a green edge to the 
river, while seating offers a place to pause

Green park - a sociable city centre 
destination - just as it always has 
been. There are places to ‘promenade’, 
a river balcony and a cafe overlooking 
the river. At the river’s edge the bank 
has been stepped and richly planted 
with riparian species, boosting 
biodiversity and creating new habitats. 
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